February 03, 2016
The regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Colchester, Delaware County, New York was held on Wednesday, February 03, 2016 at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall.
Present:

Arthur M. Merrill

Supervisor




Janet L. Champlin

Councilwoman




Mark W. Mattson

Councilman




Julie A. Markert

Councilwoman




Gregory L. Lavorgna

Councilman

Recording Secretary:
Julie B. Townsend

Town Clerk

Others present:  Kenneth R. Eck, Jr.-Highway Supt., Michael DeGroat-Town Attorney, Lillian Brown-Walton Reporter, Bonnie Seegmiller, Mary Brawley-Fuat, Alan Donner, Mack & Amy Doig, Colleen Griffith, Louie Banker, Stanley Strain, Danny Pinner and Jeff Francisco- Delaware Engineering.
The Meeting was called to order by Supervisor Arthur M. Merrill and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The minutes of the last regular meeting, January 20, 2016 had been distributed earlier.  Janet Champlin made the motion to accept the minutes as written, seconded by Mark Mattson, all in favor, motion carried.
GUESTS: Jeff Francisco of Delaware Engineering reported that the Board has discussed the project of the Filtration of the DWD Spring System; we have been notified that the DWD has qualified for hardship funding under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF Project No. 17537); the Town is eligible for a grant in the amount of $191,086 and an interest-free financing of $127,390 for a term of 30 years for the project; to pay back the loan an increase of $19.00 per account per year for the next 30 years would pay off the loan; the grant and loan numbers could change; application is needed and there would be start-up costs for an engineer; we could also add the cost of a new billing system software package;  we have to use the loan portion first; if our application is denied the DWD would have to pay for the start-up costs; Delaware Engineering has had much success with these applications & projects;  we may need to go through bonding if the district does not have enough funds for the project.  Supervisor suggested that we need firm figures before making a decision; we want to go forward, but also would like the public’s input. Supervisor added that we have received a Commitment Letter from the Bonacic Grant in the amount of $50,000. 

Mr. Francisco reported that he has not heard anything new regarding the CFWD Water System Rehabilitation Project; we have submitted plans to DOH in Albany and awaiting their approval before going out to bid.

VISITOR COMMENTS: Amy Doig on behalf of the Downsville Athletic Booster Club asked the Town for financial support; the club is providing extra activities from the school and since it is not a school function the club needs their own insurance; they are also offer to include other group (little league and youth basketball & soccer) to be included in their insurance; cost is around $300 per year; they have started up youth basketball on Saturdays and have encouraged kids to do community service; they would like to have a soccer clinic; be able to offer scholarships; give financial support to athletic trips and warmups; they have gone through the process of getting their own ID#, Tax Exempt#; bank account and post office box.   Ms. Doig asked for support with their club dues and insurance.  Supervisor replied that we have supported youth programs in the past and there should be no problem.  Councilwoman Markert commended Ms. Doig on her efforts.
CORRESPONDENCE:  
· Selective Insurance Co – Jan. 6, 2016 infra-red testing of electrical panels.
· US Dept. of Commerce- 2016 Government Units Survey in preparation for the 2017 Census of Governments.
· De. Co. Sheriff’s Office- Press Release – Increasing number of IRS scams.

· NYS Dept. of Taxation & Finance- 2015-16 JCAP Grant Application #3602 received check in the amount of $9,350 ($7,500 Town Hall Kitchenette).
· NYSDEC- Negative Declaration for the Delaware WMA#90 Bear Spring Mt. Project
REPORTS- written reports on file at Town Clerk’s Office:

· Cooks Falls Water District- January 2016- 27 customers balance due $1,405.00; Receipts of $2,805.01 disbursed to Supervisor.

· Downsville Water District- January 2016- 79 customers balance due $4,285.09; Receipts of $7,983.32 disbursed to Supervisor. 

· Town Clerk- January 2016 -Total disbursed $868.01 of which $809.51 was Town revenues.  

· Town Justice DeRosia- January 2016. 

· Town Justice Edel- January 2016. 

· Planning Board- November 19, 2015 Minutes.

Supervisor Merrill reported that Delaware Opportunities has sent us another project to approve for the NYS CDBG Project #260CRF-HR113-14 Program, Housing Rehabilitation Grant; Del. Opp. has approved bid for File No.CTRCD-01 to FM General Contracting in the amount of $28,150; the Community Development Specialist estimated the total cost of the project at $32,152; Supervisor had commented that the maximum is $25,000 for each property, this maximum of $25,000 was discussed. Board discussed further and approved.

NO. 18-2016
02/03/16
CDBG #260CRF-HR113-14 Board Approval No.CTRCD-01

Upon recommendation of Delaware Opportunities Inc., Janet Champlin made the following resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Colchester hereby approves File No.CTRCD-01 for the CDBG Project #260CRF-HR113-14, Housing Rehabilitation Grant and hereby authorize Supervisor Arthur M. Merrill to sign said grant approval in the amount of $28,150.00 subject to confirmation with Delaware Opportunities that the award of $28,150 does not violate the grant limitations and will not expose the Town to additional liability. 

Resolution was seconded by Mark Mattson, all in favor, resolution declared adopted.
(Phone call on 02/04/2016 to Del. Opp. - maximum was raised to $30,000)

Supervisor reported on the following:

· NYSEG- Small Business Energy Efficiency Program for the Cooks Falls Highway Garage Project is completed; lights have been replaced.

· He has not had a chance to talk with Delaware County Planning Dept. (Tyson Robb & Spencer DeVaul) in regards to GIS Solutions; meeting with them soon.

Supervisor Merrill commented that the Police Dept. has researched vehicles and have found that Ford has a Utility Police Interceptor AWD for less money.  Officer Pagillo commented that this vehicle is pretty roomy for taller officers.  Supervisor added that this is a road ready package in the amount of $32,383.63, factory to dealer is estimated at 16-20 weeks; a few other items: radar, radio and windshield light-bar will need to be installed by KJBL.  Board discussed.  Councilwoman Markert commented that she does not believe that we need a new police vehicle now.  Councilman Mattson stated that we may need one in 6-8 months.
NO. 19-2016
02/03/16
Purchase 2016 Ford Utility Police Interceptor AWD 


Mark Mattson made the following resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Colchester hereby accepts the Onondaga Bid 2015 #7418 Quote#20894 of Van Bortel Ford Inc., 71 Marsh Rd., East Rochester, New York for 1 (one) 2016 Ford Utility Police Interceptor AWD for the price of $32,383.63.

Resolution was seconded by
Greg Lavorgna, Mark Mattson-aye, Greg Lavorgna-aye, Janet Champlin-aye, Arthur Merrill-aye, Julie Markert-no, resolution declared adopted.

Officer Rich Pagillo reported that a presentation with a police dog and trainer has been scheduled for Thursday, February 18th at 6PM, place to be determined.

Supervisor reported that CEO Zampolin would like to meet with his committee to discuss the permit schedule; once the committee has a proposed new fee schedule he will submit to the Board for their approval. Discussion was had and they will meet Monday, Feb. 8th at 9am.
Town Attorney Michael DeGroat reported that he has been working on a new local law that amends LL#1-2012 Flood Damage Prevention; he noted three changes and one addition and asked the Board to review; we must have our final draft to NYSDEC by Marth 15th.
Town Attorney also reported that he has also been working on a local law to require prior written notice of certain dangerous conditions for the Town of Colchester.  Board reviewed. 
Highway Supt. Eck reported the online auction is over and submitted the bid results; Highway Supt. Eck recommends accepting all bids.  Board discussed.
NO. 20-2016
02/03/16
Accept All Bids from Auctions International  

Mark Mattson made the following resolution:
WHEREAS, on December 16, 2015, the Town Board of the Town of Colchester adopted Resolution No.131-2015 authorizing Supervisor, Arthur M. Merrill to advertise the Town’s Surplus Inventory with Auctions International of 11167 Route20-A, East Aurora, New York, for an online auction; and

WHEREAS, said online auction was held Jan. 13 to Jan. 27, 2016 and is now closed for bids;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Colchester hereby accepts the following bids from the online auction:

1989 International Dump Truck (1HTZPGDTXKH613475)
 @ $4,300.00
by: d1motorsports
2003 Ford F-350 SD XL Truck (1FTSF31L83EA93925)
 @ $500.00
by: Ricgrup


2007 Ford F-250 SD XL Truck (1FTSX21587EA47655)
 @ $690.00
by: tjzej

Alamo Sickle Bar SB25




 @ $2,200.00
by: 5491090
2 Goodyear tires





 @ $41.00
by: Scoop007
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes Auctions International, Inc. to invoice all bidders on behalf of the Town of Colchester.

Resolution was seconded by Janet Champlin, all in favor, resolution declared adopted.

Highway Supt. Eck commented that we have some old plastic pipes that were dug up that are being stored outside the garage; it will cost us money to get rid of them; someone has suggested that they could use them.  Town Attorney replied that he would like to look at the statue regarding “gift of town property”.  Supervisor added could we charge a fee?

Supervisor reported that the Tax Collector has requested a policy for overpayments; many times taxpayers will round-up their checks or send penalties when not due; in 1998 the policy was $1.00; it was suggested to keep $5.00 or less.  Board discussed and agreed on $10.00 or less.
NO. 21-2016
02/03/16
Tax Collector Overpayments
Janet Champlin made the following resolution:

WHEREAS, it has been the policy of the Town of Colchester that the Tax Collector sends notices of underpayments and overpayments of taxes collected; and

WHEREAS, the cost of sending under and over payment notices, the cost of writing refund checks, and the cost and time of voiding outstanding checks outweighs the shortages and the overages;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Colchester hereby gives the Colchester Tax Collector authorization to not send notices of overpayments or refunds of $10.00 (ten dollars) or less.

Resolution was seconded by Greg Lavorgna, all in favor, resolution declared adopted.
Town Clerk asked for the same policy for the Water Districts.  Board discussed and agreed.

NO. 22-2016
02/03/16
Water Districts Overpayments
Greg Lavorgna made the following resolution:

WHEREAS, it has been the policy of the Cooks Falls Water District and the Downsville Water District that the Water Clerk sends notices of underpayments and overpayments of water bills collected; and

WHEREAS, the cost of sending under and over payment notices, the cost of writing refund checks, and the cost and time of voiding outstanding checks outweighs the shortages and the overages;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Colchester hereby gives the CFWD and DWD Water Clerk authorization to not send notices of overpayments or refunds of $10.00 (ten dollars) or less.

Resolution was seconded by Mark Mattson, all in favor, resolution declared adopted.
Highway Supt. Kenneth Eck presented a NYSDOT Shared Service Agreement for Emergency Assistance; DOT suggested this municipal agreement with NYSDOT for shared services, exchange or lend materials or equipment, that are valued at less than $10,000 which shall promote and assist the maintenance of State and Municipal roads and highways and provide a cost savings by maximizing the effective utilization of both parties’ resources.  Town Attorney would like to review and possibly amend agreement.
Supervisor Merrill reported that he received an email from Khrystyna Yefremova which he read: Letter of Resignation as Town of Colchester Police Officer; traveling 1½ hours to work as a part-time officer and not having a lot of FTO Training, she feels that she is not going to be able to effectively serve our community.
NO. 23-2016
02/03/16
Accept Letter of Resignation Khrustna Yefremova 


Janet Champlin made the following resolution:

WHEREAS, on February 02, 2016 a letter of resignation was presented to Supervisor Arthur M. Merrill via e-mail from Khrustna Yefremova as Police Officer;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Colchester hereby accepts said Letter of Resignation from Khrustna Yefremova as a Town of Colchester Police Officer effective immediately;
FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby thanks Khrustna for her service to the township and wishes her well in future endeavors.


Resolution was seconded by Mark Mattson, all in favor, resolution declared adopted.

Supervisor Merrill made the following announcements:

· Town Offices Closed Monday, February 15th- Presidents’ Day 
· Next Regular Board Meeting Wed., February 17th  
Councilwoman Markert inquired to the status of the EMT Classes that the Police Dept. was attending?  Officer Pagillo replied that it was not feasible doing during work hours.

Officer Pagillo announced that the Police Department Narcotics Detection Police Service Dog Presentation will be held at the Town Highway Garage located at 6292 River Road on Thursday, February 18th at 6 PM; he will also post this on their Facebook page.

Councilwoman Markert commented to Bonnie Seegmiller: “when you are posting on the Colchester Community Facebook page I appreciate that you note they are not the official minutes, but I wish that you would represent my comments 
more accurately or not put my name at all; many times I’m asking on behalf of a community member or tax payer; questions are not always about the police; makes me look bad”.
SUBMISSION OF BILL/EXPENSES:  Janet Champlin made the motion, seconded by Julie Markert, that the vouchers be approved, subject to any corrections or deletions, all in favor, motion carried.  Abstract No.02-2016; Voucher No.30-56; Totaling $24,926.28.
Mark Mattson made the motion to go into executive session to discuss land property negotiations, seconded by Greg Lavorgna, all in favor, motion carried.  Board entered executive session at 8:30 PM.  Town Attorney was invited to stay. Board held discussion.  Mark Mattson made the motion to enter back into regular session, seconded by Greg Lavorgna, all in favor, motion carried.  Board entered regular session at 8:45 PM.  Board made no decision forthcoming.

With no further business, Mark Mattson made the motion for adjournment, seconded by Greg Lavorgna, all in favor, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:47 PM.  










Respectfully Submitted:










Julie B. Townsend









Town Clerk
